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From the WISE Office
Dear WISE Families,

It has been a remarkably wet Edmonton summer. The class garden boxes are lush, 
the sunflowers are turning their heads toward the sun in the lingering summer 
light, and, for the first time, a little chorus frog has taken up residence in the 
South playground. For some of us leaving the school at dusk or later, we can hear 
it calling from somewhere in the thickets. It has been a sweet small reminder 
that while the school has been busy with summer work, mother nature has been 
tending to the WISE in her seasonal cycle too.

There has certainly been plenty of activity at WISE this summer. New concrete 
at the main and back entrances, along with some carefully placed concrete blocks 
in our muddier traffic areas. The newly refinished gym floor is a revelation, and 
collectively we cannot wait to see the gym filled again with students playing 
games, and participating in athletics.

It was wonderful to see so many of you at our outdoor Parent Orientation. It was 
shared that evening, that with our school’s enrollment demand across the grades 
coupled with the modular construction underway this fall, we will collectively 
require some grace, patience and cooperation around parking and traffic. We 
are asking families who are able to park a little farther away and plan to make 
the short walk part of the beginning and end of each school day a habit. Specific 
information about parking restrictions and traffic flow will be shared in a school-
wide email as the modular construction site becomes active. With the majority 
of our K-9 students arriving through parent-provided transportation, we have an 
added complexity to manage, and student and staff safety will continue to take 
priority over convenience.

Most of all, we are excited to have the children back. Soon the quiet classrooms 
and hallways will be full again, and we will delight in hearing the children 
singing, learning and being together as they settle back into their classes, and the 
rhythm of a new school year. After a summer of rain, growth, construction, and 
change, we are very much looking forward to beginning the year together.

With warmth and gratitude,

The WISE Admin Team
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Issue 90

The WISE Charter School and Waldorf Education Society of Edmonton acknowledge that we 
are Treaty people in ᐊᒥᐢᑿᒌᐚᐢᑲᐦᐃᑲᐣ (Amiskwacîwâskahikan) on Treaty 6 territory and Métis 
Nation of Alberta Region 4 territory. This is the traditional gathering place for First Nations 
peoples such as Nehiyaw (Cree), Denesuliné (Dene), Nakota Sioux (Stoney), Anishinaabe 
(Saulteaux), and Niitsitapi (Blackfoot), and many others. Their knowledge of the land, histories, 
languages, and cultures continue to influence our vibrant communities and remind us of the 
value of ‘tawâw.’
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Important Dates: 

September 1 First Day Grades
September 1 First Day Mon/Tues Kindergarten
September 3 First Day Thurs/Fri Kindergarten
September 7 Labour Day, no programming
September 8 First Day Mon/Tues Nursery
September 9 First Day Wed-Fri Nursery/Daycare
September 12 First Day Sunflowers
September 14 First Day Marigolds
September 15 Firday Day Daisies
September 17 Picture Day
September 30 Truth & Reconciliation Day, 

no programming
October 12 Thanksgiving, no programming
October 23 PD Day, no programming
October 24 Pumpkin Walk

Office Notes

Absences
Should your child be absent from school, please let 
us know by 8:45 AM.  You can do this by emailing 
absences@thewise.ca, or by phone at 780-466-3312.  
If we haven’t heard from you, we will call or email to 
ensure your child is well.

Parent Nights - Save the Dates! 
As were shared during Parent Orientation, please 
make note of the following dates: 

Class Winter Term Spring Term
Kinder A 
(Soligado)

October 21, 2026
Time: TBD

March 10, 2027
Time: TBD

Kinder B 
(Clover)

October 19, 2026
Time: TBD

March 15, 2027
Time: TBD

Class 1A November 23, 2026
Time: 6:00-7:30 PM

April 19, 2027
Time: 6:00-7:30 PM

Class 1B November 23, 2026
Time: 6:00-7:30 PM

April 19, 2027
Time: 6:00-7:30 PM

Class 2 November 16, 2026
Time: TBD

April 12, 2027
Time: TBD

Class 3 November 2, 2026
Time: TBD

March 16, 2027
Time: TBD

Class 4 January 25, 2027
Time: TBD

April 19, 2027
Time: TBD

Class 5 January 19, 2027
Time: TBD

April 13, 2027
Time: TBD

Class 6 January 12, 2027
Time: TBD

April 8, 2027
Time: TBD

Class 7 December 15, 2026
Time: TBD

May 4, 2027
Time: TBD

Class 8 November 4, 2026
Time: TBD

May 17, 2027
Time: TBD

Class 9 January 18, 2027
Time: TBD

April 26, 2027
Time: TBD

Community Building

An Invitation from the Waldorf-Ottewell 
Community Garden
The gardens welcome your helpful hands in nourishing 
their growth through the current and upcoming seasons! 
We are looking for brave stewards to wrestle prickly thistles. 
There are also many other activities: watering, organizing, 
planting, pruning, mulching, harvesting, etc. There is 
much magic to be discovered and enjoyed! Please contact 
communitygarden@wese.ca for more information and to 
hear about current and upcoming garden events.
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WISE Charter 
School Council

Invitation to School Council

Welcome to the 2026-27 school year! 
The WISE Charter School Council is an 
opportunity for parents and guardians 
to connect with our school community, 
support school-wide events and fundraising 
initiatives, and help enrich the experience of 
WISE students and families.

All parents and guardians of WISE Charter 
School students are automatically members 
of the School Council, and are welcome to 
attend meetings. Meetings are held at 7:00 
pm, with the option to attend in person at 
the school or online. An email will be sent 
prior to each session with meeting details 
and the Zoom link, so be sure to keep an eye 
out!

Our 2026–27 School Council meetings will 
be held on:

•	 Wednesday, October 7, 2026 (AGM)
•	 Wednesday, November 4, 2026
•	 Wednesday, January 6, 2027
•	 Wednesday, March 3, 2027
•	 Wednesday, May 5, 2027
•	 Wednesday, June 2, 2027

Participating in the School Council is a great 
way to connect with WISE families, stay 
involved in our school community, and have 
a voice in your child’s school experience. 
Whether you attend one meeting or join us 
throughout the year, we’d love to see you 
there!

Message from the 
Principal 

The onset of a new school year offers a unique opportunity 
to take stock of the changes in one’s life and the seasons. As 
we begin to incorporate structure and routine back into our 
daily life, the earth begins to draw in its life forces during its 
inhalation, marking the transition from summer to fall. This 
time of year can often be plagued by a lack of consideration 
or carelessness. As we strive to return to greater consciousness, 
having tact and courteousness can go a long way amidst the 
lifestyle shift from one season to another, whereby looseness 
becomes rigidity and freedom becomes control. 

For those who were unable to join the Parent Orientation on 
August 25th, please know it was a joyous gathering outside 
as we ushered in the school year on a beautiful night with 
clear skies and a soft breeze. Excitement was in the air as 
we announced each faculty member, including our newest 
additions in Grade 1A, 3, 5, and French 6-9. 

Mary Conrod
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Hazel Nuts

There are nuts on the hazel-tree, pointed and brown,
And the pixies are waiting until they fall down!

Now what are they waiting for? Pixies don’t feast
On hard hazel nuts they don’t like in the least!

Oh, they’re waiting until the nuts fall from the bough,
Then up they fly - see them, they’re fluttering up now!

And each little pixie pulls off the green case
That holds the brown hazel nut neatly in place.

They turn them the other way up - and behold,
They are hats, snugly fitting, to keep out the cold!

The hazel-tree’s generous - it grows nuts for you,
And hats for the pixies in winter-time, too!

-Enid Blyton

The WISE Charter School

Phone 780-466-3312

Address 7211 96A Avenue
Edmonton, AB T6B 1B5

Website www.thewise.ca

Email (K.C) registrar@thewise.ca
(Jaimee) info@thewise.ca
(Mary) principal@thewise.ca
(Keely) administrator@thewise.ca

Facebook The WISE Charter School and 
Waldorf Early Childhood Programs

Facebook 
Parent Group

The WISE Parent Connection

Instagram waldorf_yeg

Waldorf Education Society of Edmonton 
(WESE)

Phone 780-466-3312

Address 7211 96A Avenue
Edmonton, AB T6B 1B5

Website www.wese.ca
Waldorf Early Childhood Education

Email president@wese.ca
parentpartnership@wese.ca

Facebook The Waldorf Education Society of 
Edmonton

Newsletter Submissions
We encourage your comments, suggestions, and 
submissions to newsletter@thewise.ca.

The deadline is the fifteenth of the month. Anything 
after the deadline will be considered for the
following month. All submissions are subject to editing 
and approval.


