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Dear WISE Families,
Our mild winter days that began our season are now
mingling with more seasonal temperatures. With this
in mind, we are called to adapt and be prepared for
any weather. Please ensure that your children are
prepared for the day with warm outerwear, mittens
and hats to be able to enjoy being outside. If the
weather is too inclement we welcome children inside
and will post notices on our doors advising parents.
Though Spring still seems far in the distance, we are
looking ahead to the 2021- 22 school year and are
preparing for a busy registration season at the
WISE. Important registration information is found
further in the newsletter. You are always welcome
to speak with us in person if you have any questions.
Families who made charitable donations to WISE in
2020 can expect to receive a charitable donation
receipt mailed out soon. Your support makes our
programs and growth possible! Thank you!
Have a wonderful and well-earned winter break this
month. These times of rest and rejuvenation are so
important for our families and children.
Warm winter blessings,
The WISE Admin Team

WISE Facebook Page:
Facebook Parent Group:
The Waldorf Education Society of Edmonton respectfully
acknowledges that we are located in Amiskwacîwâskahikan,
or so-called Edmonton, on Treaty 6 territory. The land that
the Waldorf Independent School of Edmonton sits on was
once Métis scrip land. Scrip was given to Métis people in
exchange for their land rights. The land of Treaty 6 territory
was once a gathering place for diverse Indigenous peoples,
including the Cree, Blackfoot, Metis, Nakota Sioux, Iroquois,
Dene, Ojibway/ Saulteaux/Anishinaabe, Inuit, and many
others whose histories, languages, and cultures continue to
influence our vibrant communities. Our faculty, staff, board,
and school community commit to working toward
reconciliation and decolonization.
Important Dates:
Feb 3 Elevate WISE Build Our
Castle Launch
Feb 4-5 La Chandeleur
(kindergarten and grades)
Feb 12 Grades Registration
Packages for 2021/22 due
Feb 15-19 Winter Break, No
Programming
Feb 24 Online Parent Info
Night Featuring Jack Petrash
Feb 27 ECE registration for
current families

March 2 WISE Grades Registration
opens for new families
March 6 WISE Virtual Open House
March 7 Bulk Order Opens
March 12 Bulk Order Pick Up
March 25-26 Parent Teacher
Conferences, No Programming for
Kinder and Grades
March 29 – April 1 Spring Break,
No Programming
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Build Our Castle: Launch Event
The next part of our journey together is to build a new castle. Our journey starts here. Become
part of the merry band on a quest to create the castle of our dreams: a castle filled with natural
light, tailored to the growing needs of our children from Early Childhood through Junior High.
At this event you will:
• learn about what our dreams

could look like, on the inside
• have the chance to offer your

views on the future build
• understand the financial path

to achieving our shared dreams
• know what you can do to help

these dreams come true
Wednesday, February 3rd, 2021 at 8:00 pm on Zoom.
Friends and Family welcome as well. Please register at: https://bit.ly/BUILDOURCASTLE

Parent Education Night - Jack Petrash
Wednesday, February 24, 2021 at 7:00 pm
This is a joint Calgary Waldorf School and
WISE parent and staff online event. Jack
is an educator with over thirty years of
classroom experience and is the author of

Understanding Waldorf Education:
Teaching from the Inside Out and
Navigating the Terrain of Childhood: A
Guidebook for Meaningful Parenting and
Heartfelt Discipline.
Watch your inbox for more information.
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Registration season is upon us. Important dates to know for the 2021/22 school year:
• January 28th: Registration packages go home with students in classes 1-8
• February 12th: Registration packages for current students due back in office
• February 23rd: Application packages for nursery to kindergarten and

kindergarten to grade one students are available
• February 27th: Early bird registration for current families for Parent-Child and

Nursery programs will be held in the school
• March 2nd: Applications and registration opens to new families

W I SE P arent-Child groups still have openings for the
spring session!
Early childhood is a critical period of development,
laying the foundation for future growth and
learning. The WISE parent-child groups support
families to nurture the wonder-filled imaginative
world of young children through child-led play and
group circle activities. These groups also provide a
great opportunity for families to learn more about
the Waldorf teaching philosophy and get them
thinking about why this school might be the right
choice for their formative education.
•

Program is entirely outdoors for the 2020/21 year

•

Rhythm and routine are developed using songs,
stories, and unstructured play

•

Nutritious snacks, natural crafts, nature-inspired play

Spring 2021 registrations for Parent-Child groups
are currently open. Click here for more information,
or phone the office at (780) 466-3312.

FEBRUARY 2021

3

Meet the WESE Board of Directors (Part 3 of 3)

Vice President - Sydney Lee
Sydney and her family have been members of our
community for the past seven years. She is passionate
about Waldorf education and our school. This is her third
year serving on the board; she is currently part of the
Communications, Fairs, Library, Parent Partnership, and
Growth and Development Committees. Outside of the
school, she cuddles animals and immerses herself in nature
as much as possible.

Executive Director – Matt Ziprick
Matt is excited to begin serving on the board. He and his
wife, Claire, have four kids, and this is their third year to
be blessed by being at the WISE. Their family enjoys
zoos, waterslides, camping and arguing over Ticket to
Ride. Matt grew up in Louisiana until he was 13, when his
family moved to the Edmonton area. He quickly lost his
Southern drawl and discovered “eh” wasn’t the first letter
in the alphabet.
Matt graduated from the University of Alberta in
Commerce. He then studied at Concordia Lutheran
Seminary. He has been a pastor of a wonderful
community for 17 years. This community is active in
Syrian refugee sponsorship, was instrumental in building a
school in Kenya (and supporting the needs of kids),
provides sports programs for community kids and is
excited to discover the joys of being a good neighbour.
Matt values hearing the voices and stories of others and
helping them tell their story.
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Meet the WESE Board of Directors cont’d

Director – Sarah Duthie
Sarah (McKendry) Duthie is relatively new to the
wonderful world of WISE but she is eager to begin
pouring her time and energy into this incredible
community that has already captured her heart. She is
the former Director of Visual Arts for the Regional
Municipality of Wood Buffalo, an International Artist and
teaches oil painting to students all over the world. Aside
from her art, Sarah is passionate about literature, music,
nature and most importantly her two sweet young boys
who are just beginning their journey with WISE.

Director (Faculty Representative)- Pam McKinnon-Coco
In 2015 Pam was blessed to enter the magical
Wondergarden world. Presently she is the Early
Childhood Division Chair and School/Teacher Rep for
the Waldorf Ottewell Community Garden. Volunteering
and community is an important part of her life. Pam
loves to be outside, walking in the river valley, working
in the gardens and connecting with nature.

Member at Large- Carlos Freire
Carlos and Sarah have three children in the school
(Kindergarten, Grade 4 and Grade 6). Carlos was born
and raised in Spain, and has also lived in the US,
Denmark and Ecuador. He and his family moved to
Edmonton two years ago. He has worked in higher
education institutions for over 10 years and has
extensive experience working in the business
development sector. He has actively participated in
non-profit communities, including co-founding two
small preschools in Spain and Ecuador. He bikes all
year round.
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Our Volunteers!
As with many things this school year, volunteering is different than before. Although we
haven’t had callouts for Fairs and Work Bees, there are still opportunities to help enhance
our wonderful school. Maintenance jobs and committee work are still happening.
A special thanks this month to the Bulk Order volunteers. Whether you are a regular or
have only helped to push the pallets up the sidewalk, you are essential to our success. As
we tackle the distribution of pallets of food, we are keenly aware that “many hands make
light work”. Volunteers are needed every order (the next one comes on March 12th), so
please come and help for a shift if you can.
We would also like to extend a special thank you to Garth von Hagen with Envision Glazing
Inc. who has tirelessly fixed many doors and windows for our school.
Our nature walks, handworks, and library volunteers have also been supporting our classes,
allowing us to provide these enriching experiences for our students. They’re also a great
way to get to know your child’s classmates. Classes are always looking for volunteers - if
you have a free afternoon, check with your child’s teacher to get the sign-up information.
If you have any questions about volunteering opportunities at the WISE, please contact
volunteer@thewise.ca
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Waldorf Education
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Waldorf Education Society of
Edmonton

We encourage your
comments, suggestions,
and submissions to
newsletter@thewise.ca
The deadline is the first
of the month. Anything
after the deadline will be
considered for the
following month. All
submissions are subject
to editing and approval.
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