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Dear WISE Families, 
 
We are approaching an important milestone in the 
school year. The end of 2020 gives us all an 
opportunity to look back and see how far we have 
come, and an opportunity to rest and recharge. This 
time of year is marked with a number of festivals and 
observances that remind us of the importance of 
reflection during the darkest days of winter. 
 
This year, we also take the time to think of those in 
our school and in our greater community who are 
dealing with the effects of Covid-19.  While we have 
not had a clear path to follow during this pandemic, 
we are grateful for the guidance of our values and 
mission statement, and grateful for the support of our 
wonderful community. 
 
We wish you and your family a safe and happy holiday 
season. 
 
With gratitude and blessings over this year and next, 
 
The WISE Admin Team 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Important Dates: 
 
Dec 3 Online Parent Talk with 
Jamie York 
Dec 11 Last day of Nursery 
Dec 17 Last day of 
Kindergarten 
Dec 18 Early dismissal for 
Grades 
Dec 21 -Jan 1 WISE Winter 
Break, no programming 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Jan 4 Classes resume: Online 
Learning Week (Kinder - 
Grades) 
Jan 7 Bulk Order opens 
Jan 13 Nursery resumes 
Jan 15 Bulk Order pick up 
Jan 29 PD Day, no 
programming  
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Phone: 

 
Address: 

Website: 

Email: 

WISE Facebook Page: 
 

Facebook Parent Group: 
 

 
The Waldorf Education Society of Edmonton respectfully 
acknowledges that we are located in Amiskwacîwâskahikan, 
or so-called Edmonton, on Treaty 6 territory. The land that 
the Waldorf Independent School of Edmonton sits on was 
once Métis scrip land. Scrip was given to Métis people in 
exchange for their land rights. The land of Treaty 6 territory 
was once a gathering place for diverse Indigenous peoples, 
including the Cree, Blackfoot, Metis, Nakota Sioux, Iroquois, 
Dene, Ojibway/ Saulteaux/Anishinaabe, Inuit, and many 
others whose histories, languages, and cultures continue to 
influence our vibrant communities. Our faculty, staff, board, 
and school community commit to working toward 
reconciliation and decolonization. 

http://www.thewise.ca/
mailto:volunteer@thewise.ca
mailto:olunteer@thewise.ca
https://www.facebook.com/Waldorf-Independent-School-of-Edmonton-117593038324929/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/765926260221063/


 

 
 

 
WISE WINTER BREAK  

 
Monday, December 21st - Friday, January 1st 

We will be closed for all programming during this time. 

(Note that on Friday, December 18th, there is no programming for Kindergarten or 
Nursery, and an early dismissal time for the grades) 

 

WISE Professional Development Day,  
January 29th, 2020 

   
WISE will be closed for a professional development day on Friday, January 29th; there 
will be no Nursery, Kindergarten or Grades programming.  
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The Calgary Waldorf School is extending an invitation to all our wonderful WISE families for 
an online parent talk with Jamie York: "Math should be an Adventure!" This is appropriate 
for parents of children from infancy through the high school years. 
 
Date: Thursday, December 3rd, 2020 
Time: 7:00 - 8:15 pm via Zoom 
Fee: No charge 
 
You can register by clicking this link:  
http://www.calgarywaldorf.org/calgary-waldorf-school-meeting-registration/ 
                                 
 ________________________________________ 
 
 
Jamie York enjoys calling himself a math 
missionary. His passion is working with 
teachers to re-envision the way we teach math, 
so it cultivates creativity, problem-solving skills, 
and supports the development of the whole 
human being.  
 
Jamie has been teaching for thirty years, and is 
a leading Waldorf math educator and consultant 
to schools in the US and internationally. He 
received his Bachelor's degree from Rennselaer 
Polytechnic Institute in New York and 
completed his Master's degree in computer 
science at the University of Denver, Colorado. 
He has taught at boarding schools in New 
England, at a University in Nepal and, 
for the last twenty plus years, at Shining 
Mountain Waldorf School in Boulder, Colorado. 
 
Jamie York is the author of nineteen books in the 
Making Math Meaningful® series. He believes we 
need to get away from attempting to teach "the 
big list" which only results in superficial learning. 
We also need to get away from encouraging 
students to follow blind procedures to solve meaningless problems. His approach is in accordance 
with Waldorf philosophy about what is developmentally appropriate for the student, and also 
supportive of the development of the whole human being. His books are used successfully in both 
private and public Waldorf schools worldwide. 
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Ongoing Fundraisers 
 

• Mabel's Labels Fundraiser Available anytime of the year: 

1. Go to https://mabelslabels.ca/en_CA/fundraising/support/ 

2. In the search box enter Waldorf Independent School of Edmonton 
(Search on a part of the name may be incomplete!) 

3. Order items! 
 

• Warmth and Weather You can now order all year long shipping directly to 
your household using the link https://warmthandweather.ca?ref:wese (10% of 
sales going to the WISE) - friends and family are welcome to participate as well. 

 

 
 
The WESE Annual General Meeting (AGM) was held virtually on November 18, 2020. I would 
like to say thank you to all those who were able to attend. The AGM included committee 
reports, review of financials and a vote on the new Board of Directors. However, more 
importantly, it was an evening wherein the members of the WESE community could celebrate 
what has been achieved thus far, as well as share the vision of the next several years. The 
WESE Board of Directors for 2020/21 is as follows: 

President: Tim Burnham 
Vice President: Julie Yerex 
Vice President: Sydney Lee 
Treasurer: Margot Bright 
Secretary: Diana Tayler 
Executive Director: Netta Johnson 
Executive Director: Matt Ziprick 
Director: Greg Moore 
Director: Eoin Murray 
Director: Erin McCormack 
Director:  Sarah Duthie 
Director (Faculty): Kirsten Elliott 
Director (Faculty): Pam McKinnon-Coco 
Member-at-Large: Carlos Freire 
 

Lastly, I would like to acknowledge the significant contributions to WESE that outgoing board 
members Vanessa Bodnar, Tatiana Peet and Alisa Vaughan have made and thank them all 
for their service and dedication.  

Tim Burnham 
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https://mabelslabels.ca/en_CA/fundraising/support/
https://warmthandweather.ca/?ref:wese


          
This month begins our feature of this year’s WESE Board of Directors - meet the rest of the team in 
the next two issues! 

 

President - Tim Burnham  
Tim Burnham is entering his third year as president of the board 
after two years serving as the chair of the site development 
committee. His time as a director also included one year serving on 
the board executive.Tim has spent many hours at the school 
organizing maintenance projects, building portable classrooms and 
coordinating work bees with the maintenance and playground 
committees. During this time he has worked with many volunteers, 
staff and parents. He has been a key part of the team that worked 
to purchase the school property. In his first years as president, Tim 
has been a strong advocate for building broader ties to the 
community through his support of the Ottewell Artisan Farmers 
Market and Ottewell Community Garden. Tim, his spouse Janelle 
and family are originally from Ontario and moved to Edmonton in 
2012. He has three children attending the WISE, a fourth that 
graduated in 2020 and is very committed to Waldorf education. 
Outside of WESE he is an executive at an engineering and 
construction company. Tim is a professional engineer, project 
manager and vice president of operations but most importantly his 
favourite Waldorf activities are watercolour painting and attempting 
to play the flute. 

 
Treasurer – Margot Bright 

Margot discovered the WISE almost six years ago and hasn't 
looked back since. She currently sits on the Finance and 
Communication committees. Margot joined the board as the 
Treasurer mid way through the previous school year. She is 
hopeful that her decade of working in the financial sector will be 
helpful in navigating the wonderful world of Alberta Education 
funding, but that is still up for debate. In her spare time, she 
loves to spend time exploring the outdoors and trying out new 
recipes. 

 
Director – Greg Moore 

Gregory (Greg) Moore was born in Calgary, Alberta, and has two 
sons, one daughter (with 7 years of Waldorf schooling) and three 
grandchildren. Greg has an English Major from the University of 
Alberta and Alberta Teaching Certificate. Greg has four years of 
teaching experience and thirty years of sales and sales 
management experience (twenty plus years in employee 
benefits). He is excited to host Anthroposophical book studies 
within our school and has been a member of the 
Anthroposophical Society in Canada for over twenty years.  
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Director - Eoin Murray 

 

Eoin Murray has worked in non-profit for over twenty years in 
Europe, the Middle East and Canada.  His current focus is on 
communications, fund development and advocacy with specialities 
in international law, women's rights and social justice. He moved 
to Edmonton in 2013 with his wife Natalie and two boys Tom 
(Grade 6) and Hugo (Grade 3). In 2021 he aspires to break the 
Guinness World Record for fastest land speed measured over one 
mile (1,227.985 km/h). Though, to be fair, he is starting from a 
low base. 

 
 
 

   

  
 

The Pumpkin Patch 
 

We weren’t able to have our traditional 
Pumpkin Walk in Hawrelak Park this year, due 
to Covid-19 restrictions.  Instead, the Fairs 
Committee transformed the gym, using 
student-carved pumpkins and fairy lights, into 
our very own Pumpkin Patch.  Our multi-
talented parent and committee member, Farren 
Timoteo, then acted out a play he wrote for this 
occasion, playing three different characters as 
each student cohort moved throughout the 
path.  It wasn’t the same as our traditional 
Pumpkin Walk, yet the magic was still found.  
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The Lorax Food Forest and Woodlands 
by Elvira Falconer 

  
We were given a gift, more than many handfuls of beautiful young fruit bearing trees and bushes 
with promises of sweet colourful ripe berries, blueberry, saskatoon, strawberry, goji, sea buckthorn, 
gooseberry, and honey berry. We were graced with flourishing maples with leaves that fall like 
embers in the autumn sky, ornamental golden flowered potentilla and the sweet heady scent of 
lilac. The children are looking forward to the promise of golden spicy pears and linden tea in the 
fall, additional trees recently tucked into their new homes. We have asked permission from each of 
our planted kin and stated our intentions before we began mindfully and lovingly trenching around 
each and everyone. We weeded between and removed competing plants, tended each kin with 
mushroom manure to amend and nurture the soil, topped with graciously donated pine, aspen and 
poplar mulch. A life for a life, may they thrive from their rejection. 
 
We initiated students into the beginning workshop of their tree stewardship with an introduction, 
instruction and some manual tasks, and ended with an oath of gratitude. We rotated different tasks 
amongst the students such as wheelbarrow bearers, sod removers, sand sifters, water keepers, 
mulchers, leaf distributors, weed sifters, mushroom manure moles, strawberry and garlic planters, 
tree planters and grave diggers for our underground hugel where we transferred all the compost 
from their bins.  
 
We transplanted our fruit bearing kin from the west side entrance of our school and along the west 
walkway to the far west kinder yard where they are happily re-establishing their roots in a less 
bustling neighbourhood and making acquaintance with their new two legged beings. 
 
Many, many, raids were made to the cardboard recycling bins at Bonnie Doon and Blush Lane as 
well as some donations from families to lay down on top of the weed crowded sod. All tape and 
staples were conscientiously removed as we prepared our forest floor. 
 
Many, many, loads of mulch were delivered with anticipation and appreciation by several arborist 
companies in the city. Mulch was also scavenged from neighbours and our own yards when it was 
scarce with multiple hours loading, driving and unloading. The cardboard and mulch will prevent 
further weed seeds from germinating and deprive existing weeds of light that they need to 
germinate. The mulch will also help to retain a consistent level of moisture, help keep plants cooler, 
and provide nutrients and organic matter, which all contribute to healthier soil life and healthy 
plants. As we continue to add ground cover, natural organic matter in the form of mulch, leaves, 
straw, rabbit manure etc., that organic matter will break down, mycelium will begin to inhabit the 
organic matter, and in turn create beautiful rich soil. We can then begin inoculating the ground with 
edible mushroom spawn, and plants. Mycelium forms a symbiotic relationship between the roots of 
plants and trees to nourish, absorb water, relinquish nutrients and build immunity. 
 
We spent many hours staking boundaries around our fruit bearing friends so that they are seen and 
acknowledged, and also to protect them from hungry rabbits. 
 
The children have developed an awakening in their Lorax Food Forest and Woodlands, greeting 
blueberry, goji and maple on their goings to and from. The sweet, earthy decay mingled with pine, 
poplar and aspen, immersing their senses with nature as they walk across the spongy forest floor, 
releasing stress, restoring calm and boosting their immunity. This is what we have created and we 
are very grateful. 
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Waldorf Education 

 
 
         

         Phone:   
 

Address: 

Website:  
 
Email: 

 

 

Waldorf Education Society of 
Edmonton 

We encourage your 
comments, suggestions, 
and submissions to 
newsletter@thewise.ca 

 The deadline is the first 
of the month. Anything 
after the deadline will 
be considered for the 
following month. All 
submissions are subject 
to editing and approval.  

mailto:ship@wese.ca
mailto:volunteer@wese.ca
mailto:olunteer@wese.ca
https://www.facebook.com/groups/16688651671/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/16688651671/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/16688651671/

