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Dear WISE Families, 

Welcome back!  It is so nice to see all the children together with 
their friends and their teachers, ready to begin this winter term.  
We sincerely hope you enjoyed time spent with loved ones and are 
feeling filled up, rested and renewed. 

As we find our way back to our familiar rhythms and routines, we 
would like to remind everyone to be mindful of the changeable 
weather.  Please ensure your children have the appropriate clothing 
and outerwear to stay warm and dry to fully enjoy the winter.  
With any luck, we will have lots of snow for winter play.  At this 
time of year, we know to expect temperature extremes.  When the 
temperature drops below -25 (with windchill), we post notices on 
our doors and children will have recess inside.

We are doing our best to keep pathways clear of ice, but please take 
extra care on the sidewalks and parking lot.

Warm blessings for this month and the whole of 2020, 

The WISE Admin Team 

Issue 23

From the WISE Office

Important Dates:
Jan 6 Classes resume (Kinder - Grades)
Jan 8 Nursery resumes
Jan 11 Sunflowers begins
Jan 13 Rosebuds / Bluebells begin
Jan 14 Daisies / Marigolds begin
Jan 16 Parent Education - “Parenting with 
Compassion” - Peter Murdock 
Jan 17 Bulk Order pick up
Jan 24 PD Day, no programming
Jan 30 La Chandeleur (K - Grades)

Feb 1 Elevate WISE Grandparents 
Tea and Tour
Feb 8 Work Bee
Feb 17-21 WISE Winter Break, no 
programming
Feb 24-25 Parent Teacher Interviews, no 
programming for Kinder and Grades

Waldorf Independent School of 
Edmonton (WISE)

Phone:
780.466.3312

Address:
7211 96A Ave Edmonton AB T6B 1B5

Website:
www.thewise.ca

Email:
info@thewise.ca
(Melina) principal@thewise.ca
(K.C.) registrar@thewise.ca
(Keely) administrator@thewise.ca
(Alisa) volunteer@thewise.ca

WISE Facebook Page:
Waldorf Independent School of Edmonton

Facebook Parent Group: 
The WISE Parent Connection
(Please contact parentpartnership@wese.ca 
to join our Facebook parent group)

Enchanted Garden Store Hours:
By Appointment: store@thewise.ca

Parent Coffee every Wednesday, 8:30 am - 9:15 am in the WISE gymnasium
Ottewell Artisan Farmers’ Market every Thursday, 4 pm - 7 pm in the WISE 
gymnasium
Adult Choir every Tuesday, 4 pm - 5 pm in the WISE music portable
Adult Sports Night every Tuesday, 8 pm in the WISE gymnasium
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Office Note

WISE PD Day
January 24th, 2019
WISE will be closed for a Professional 
Development day and there will be 
no Nursery, Kindergarten or grades 
programming. 

There are skills in the way we can relate to children, enabling our 
connection to stay positive and fluid. Drawing on his experiences 
as a parent and teacher, Peter will share some of these skills, 
reflections (and mistakes) from his home life and the classroom 
over the past thirty years.

Thursday, January 16, 2020, 7-8 pm in the WISE gymnasium
Suggested donation:  $10/person
Childcare for children 3+ will be provided from 6:45 pm - 8:10 
pm, for a fee of $5/child.  Please register for childcare in advance 
by January 14th by emailing: info@thewise.ca. 

Peter Murdock – Biography
Over thirty years ago, Peter was hired as a class teacher at the 
Calgary Waldorf School (CWS). Peter taught the pioneer 
graduating class in the school from grades 3/4 through to 8/9, 

“Parenting with Compassion”-
Peter Murdock

having different administrative responsibilities along the way.  
During his time in Calgary, Peter ran children’s workshops and 
worked for a women’s shelter on a programme for children who 
were victims of family violence.  Peter also developed parenting 
courses that many parents have enjoyed, and commented on the 
emphasis of self-development.

Peter is passionate about helping children, and has always fostered 
warm relationships in the classroom work. Peter was drawn to 
Waldorf teaching by the tradition of teachers staying with the 
same class for a number of years, and by the strong connection 
within the main curriculum to themes of folk tales and legends, 
mythology, literature and history.  As a Waldorf teacher, Peter 
became a storyteller and, at all times, sought to bring an 
imaginative approach to the content of his main lessons.

Peter returned to the U.K. and became the Teaching Principal and 
Headteacher of The Dharma Primary School for 11 years. Peter 
has been inspired by mindfulness practice, realizing it increases 
patience to accept situations and helps garner awareness of the 
perspective of others. It helps one gain insights and confidence to 
cut through problems, and the energy to improve or go beyond 
the difficulties presented. Peter believes it has helped him become a 
better teacher.

After completing his work at The Dharma School and looking 
towards retirement, Peter and his wife returned to Western Canada 
and settled in Summerland, BC.  Over the last five years, Peter 
worked in the Middle School at CWS and runs literacy groups for 
home-schoolers in the Okanagan.  

Parent Education at the WISE

Save the Date

May 1 & 2, with Keynote speaker, 
Betty Staley

Betty Staley, MA, has been a Waldorf 
educator for fifty years at the 
kindergarten, elementary, high school and 
teacher training levels. She is a founder 
of the Sacramento Waldorf High School, 
where she taught history and literature 
for nineteen years, and is an advisor to 
Waldorf and Public Waldorf high schools 
throughout the West. She is a founder, 
and served recently as interim president, 
of Rudolf Steiner College. 

Gateways Conference 2020
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Julie Yerex has 
served on the 
WESE board 
for the last nine 
years, helping 
to transform the 
non-profit board 
into the operator 
of a full-fledged 
Waldorf school. 
During that 

period, her work, commitment, judgment, 
and support were pivotal to the growth 
and success of our school. Julie has sat on 
every committee during her time on the 
board; her biggest achievements have been 
transforming the school store, starting an 
evening Handwork Group for parents, 
and spearheading the annual Gateways 
Conference. Julie has been a part of all of 
the major decisions of the school since she 
joined the board, consistently supporting 
and guiding the work of the board and the 
board executive. She has three children 
attending the WISE, and outside of her 
work at the school she attends full-time 
university, sits on a literary board based in 
Toronto, edits books, and spends a lot of 
time in the forest. This will be her third 
term as Vice- President. 

Vice-President- Julie Yerex

Meet the WESE 
Board Directors 

Part 2/3

Vanessa is serving 
her fourth year 
on the WESE 
Board of Directors 
as Treasurer 
and Finance 
Committee co-
chair. She has 
progressively 
increased her 
involvement with 

the school since joining this community in 
2012. She previously served as a member 
of the Gala and Fundraising Committees 
between 2015-2018. She is continually 
inspired by the good work and passion of 
the school community and board members. 

In addition to her work with WESE, 
she serves the province in the Deputy 
Minister’s office with Alberta Energy’s 
Energy Diversification team, as the team’s 
Issues Coordinator. Vanessa also extensively 
volunteers with various committees within 
her work community. Her daughter has 
been enrolled in WESE programs since 
2012, and she couldn’t imagine a better 
environment for her.. 

Treasurer- Vanessa Bodnar

Netta Johnson has 
been on the WESE 
board since 2002, 
and was one of the 
founding members 
of the Waldorf 
Independent 
School of 
Edmonton. 
After attending 
Waldorf School 

in Edmonton in the 80s, and discovering 
how formative her experience with 
Waldorf Education was, Netta was drawn 
to helping to re-establish a Waldorf 
school in Edmonton. Joining WESE in 
2002 as the Treasurer, she has held nearly 
every position on the board since then, 
including Secretary, Secretary-Treasurer, 
Director, President and Vice-President. 
At the moment, Netta sits on various 
staff and board committees, and co-chairs 
the Fundraising, Finance and Gateways 
Committees. In her other life, Netta is a 
Publisher at Stonehouse Publishing, a new 
Literary Publisher in Edmonton, and also 
sits on the board of the Book Publishers 
Association of Alberta. She has two 
children, Oliver and Eloise, who attend the 
WISE... 

Executive Director-
Netta Johnson

Sydney and her 
family have been 
members of our 
community for 
the past six years.  
She is passionate 
about Waldorf 
Education and 
the philosophy 
behind it.  This is 
her second year 

serving on the board; she has also been a 
member of the Fairs Committee for the 
past five years and a class rep for three years.  
This year, she will chair the Growth and 
Development Committee while remaining 
on the Fairs and Parent Partnership 
Committees. 

Vice-President- Sydney Lee
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On Thursday, January 30th, each class will be invited to the school 
gym to celebrate La Chandeleur. Following our tradition here at 
the WISE, Class 5 students will be hosting. All students will be 
encouraged to speak en francais during the celebration. 

Students from Kindergarten to Class 9 will play a game, sing songs, 
prepare a crêpe, recite a verse, practice; “merci et s’il vous plait”, 
and enjoy eating their crêpe. 

This festival began in ancient times as a celebration of lights and 
as a way to honour the Celtic goddess Brigit. La Chandeleur  gets 
its name from the blessing of the candles 40 days after Christmas. 
The candles were then traditionally used in churches throughout 
the year. Early February also marked the start of winter seed-time, 
meaning surplus flour could then be used without too much risk 
of shortage. Crêpes were made as a symbol of prosperity for the 
coming year.

In modern times, La Chandeleur is primarily known as “Crêpes 
Day”. Various traditions and customs around the making of les 

Celebrating la Chandeleur at the WISE

WISE Events

crêpes have been kept alive for generations. It is also a time when 
we look to the hibernating animals to come out and see if it is still 
winter, and whether or not we will have an early Spring. We can see 
how Groundhog Day developed, as a secular response to the natural 
world at this time of year. 

Here is a YouTube link to the song students will be singing at 
school: les crêpes - comptine

Information adapted from: www.vws.ca/candlemas/   
https://frenchmoments.eu/candlemas-in-france-la-chandeleur/

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2jWJxCKsTcU
www.vws.ca/candlemas/
https://frenchmoments.eu/candlemas-in-france-la-chandeleur/ 
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The Fairs Committee would like to give a heartfelt THANK YOU 
to the community for the incredible support that met our Winter 
Fair.  A very special shoutout to everyone who volunteered, and 
especially to those who filled more than one spot.  Generosity of 
time and talent is what makes our community so special.  Thank 
you to the musicians who stepped up, to the ECE teachers for the 
very sweet story, to those who came to help set up and to those 
who stuck around after it was all over, when everyone is exhausted, 
and helped to put it all away.

I’m not sure if we say it every year, but THIS year the Secret Store 
was filled with incredible treasures.  Thank you to all the special 
crafting fairies (you parents, of course) who really went above and 
beyond.  It was very special to see so many incredibly beautiful 
things for our children to choose from.  It had over 600 visits!  
We made over 450 maple taffy!  There were over 550 trips to the 
fishing hole, more than 320 candles were dipped, 450 cookies were 
discovered in the cookie cave, and nearly 100 skipping ropes were 
turned.  Pretty incredible for one afternoon.  May the children 
always remember these days as they grow up and away from this 
place.  Thank you again for helping make it all happen for them. 

Winter Fair

Community Building

Thanks to a community facilities enhancement program grant from 
the provincial government (CFEP), as well as some very generous 
donors and volunteers in our community, we have been able to 
complete another phase of the WESE playground, food forest and 
community garden! 

Within this initial phase, groundwork, landscaping and safety 
surfacing prep for the future ropes course arriving in the spring 
are now complete!  Thanks to additional donations, we were also 
able to improve the safety and accessibility of the school’s sidewalk 
areas and play areas, creating two hard surface play areas, including 
a basketball court.  Other items include the new adventure hill, 
log benches, new play sand, cedar borders to balance on, a herb 
spiral, numerous garden and flower boxes, shrubs, and a large 
resting boulder.  We were so happy to be able to incorporate some 
larger trees this year including Mountain Ash, Crab Tree, Apple 
and Birch to provide future shade as we continue to be able to add 
more nature into the children’s playscape and food forest!  

Things to come in the upcoming spring phase include a portable 
water pump and trough system that can be shared between the 
early childhood and grades areas, a sensory table, mud kitchen, 
two additional basketball hoops with safety pads, a pergola style 
enclosed creative building area, “builder boards” to construct with 
(including a storage area for the wooden pieces), and a place to 

News from the Playground Committee
be able to play games against the school wall (including a new 4 
square area and options for other hard surface play games).  

We are also really excited about the two new outdoor classroom 
areas to come.  This will include a structure for shade and quiet 
play, an outdoor curriculum cupboard, blackboards and two 
seating areas for classes to enjoy learning in the outdoors.  The 
Jr. High garden classroom will also double as a Jr. High hang out 
area for older students for games and socializing over lunch hours.  
Lastly, we hope to acquire additional loose parts for the play-pod 
shed, games equipment and training, and, of course, the climbing 
structure to be installed in the spring!!  

Thank you so much to everyone that has helped - and continues 
to assist - in making these spaces for the children and community 
a reality. We remain incredibly grateful to all the garden and 
playground volunteers, our grant writer, community partners 
and the kindness of donors.  A more full list of supporters will 
come out once the project is complete. Please accept our heartfelt 
gratitude to each and every one of you!  

“The true meaning of life is to plant trees under whose shade 
you do not expect to sit” ~ Nelson Henderson

5January 2020
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Community Building 
cont’d

Simone Iofolla and Becky Tuttle are 
offering adult eurythmy classes this 
coming January and February, 2020. You 
do not have to attend all sessions to learn 
and enjoy, only if you wish to develop 
some mastery of the choreography to 
the classical music pieces that have been 
chosen.

You do not have to be an expert at dance 
or movement to join this class. We 
only ask for an open heart, a thirst for 
movement and a yearning to move with 
others to sacred choreography that, for 
example, the Greeks mastered centuries 
ago...and that we get to experience 
together!

Where: 
St. Luke’s Anglican Church 
8424 95 Ave NW 

When:
4-session series- Part 1- Harmonious
Movement to Sacred Geometry
Thursday, January 9th  @ 7:30-8:30 pm
Thursday, January 16th @ 7:30-8:30 pm
Thursday, January 23rd @ 7:30-8:30 pm
Thursday, January 30th @ 7:30-8:30 pm

3-session series- Part 2- Harmonious
Movement to Sacred Geometry
(enhanced)
Thursday February 6th @ 7:30-8:30 pm
Thursday February 13th @ 7:30-8:30 pm
Thursday February 20th @ 7:30-8:30 pm

Classes are a $10.00 fee and we accept 
donations to support this initiative. 

Adult Eurythmy Class Camino Fundraising - January 6th - 17th
Yum, everyone’s favourite chocolate bars and hot chocolate mixes for sale, to help 
benefit our school!  Expected pick up will be at the beginning of February; order 
forms will come home with your children and will be available in the office.

Grandparents Tea and Tour - February 1st, 2:00 pm
 Grandparents, friends, and family are welcome to come for a tea and tour of the 
WISE.  As you will need to register for this event, keep your eyes open for an 
Eventbrite sign up in the coming days.  

Calling all Dungeon Masters - March 21st, 1 - 5 pm
How would you like to support the school by gaming for a day? Spend your 
volunteer hours playing D&D and count it as a good deed for a good cause. March 
21, 2020, we will be running a fundraiser introducing people (adults only) to 
Dungeons and Dragons, and we need a bunch of DMs to run a 4-hour one-shot in 
the afternoon from 1-5 pm. If you, or anyone in your life, could be arm-wrestled into 
a day leading some table-top role-play, please email Jem at fundraising@thewise.ca. 
Or send a message to the School’s page on Facebook. 

Pub Night Fundraiser - Saturday March 28th, 6 - 8 pm
The Pub Night Fundraiser committee is excited to announce a date for this inaugural 
event! Mark Saturday, March 28, 2020 in your calendar so you can join us for a night 
of entertainment, music, and exciting fundraising options.  It will be held at On The 
Rocks (11740 Jasper Avenue).

The Pub Night fundraiser is happening this March, as the annual Gala and Auction is 
taking a rest for 2020. The event will include a fun night of mingling and socializing, 
both a DJ and a live band, and multiple fundraising opportunities.

The event will be a wonderful way to show our support for the WISE, a charity 
operated school, so we can continue growing our incredible and unique program. 
The committee will host a silent auction, an exciting, super-sized experience that will 
be raffled off, as well as a 50/50 draw.

We are proud to offer tickets at a great price of $15! They include cover, a free drink, 
and 2 for 1 appetizers between 6 pm - 8 pm.

The ways you can support this WISE fundraiser are:
• Purchase tickets in advance and invite friends & family (you can all sit together

with a reserved table.)
• Donate silent auction items.
• Offer sponsorship through your company for a tax receipt from WESE.
• Donate an exceptional experience for our very special raffle item.
• Help to sell tickets to the event and/or raffle tickets, which will be available in

advance.

More information on silent auction item themes and how to drop off donations will 
follow, but if you have questions please reach out to the committee at 
silentauction@thewise.ca 

WISE Fundraisers for 2020
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Waldorf Education 
Society of Edmonton 
(WESE)
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7211 96A Ave Edmonton AB T6B 1B5

Website:
www.wese.ca
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president@wese.ca
parentpartnership@wese.ca
volunteer@wese.ca

WESE Facebook Group:
Waldorf Education Society of 
Edmonton

Waldorf Education
Society of Edmonton

Highlight of the Class

Class 4 has had an amazing start to our year; thus far, we have covered topics 
including: poetry, fractions, Norse mythology, and local history and geography.
Class 4 has had many highlights to date. One such opportunity was a special learning 
from the land experience - with exposure to local Indigenous perspectives of the 
sacred ecology of the North Saskatchewan River Valley. This was facilitated by Dr. 
Dwayne Donald of the University of Alberta, who led us on a guided Nature Walk 
at Terwillegar Park. This nature walk was coupled with the opportunity for Class 
4 to express their learning through the creation of a visual artwork or ‘map’ of the 
experience.  In discovering local geography, Class 4 has had the opportunity to 
practise mapmaking and map reading. Class 4 also had the opportunity to participate 
in a lovely intergenerational sharing with a Seniors Group at the Capilano Branch of 
the Edmonton Public Library – sharing information on famous Albertans.

During the Norse Mythology block, Class 4 had the opportunity to experience the 
history of Norse lore through a visit to the Royal Alberta Museum – Viking Exhibit. 
The students have enjoyed hearing and experiencing the different myths through 
re-telling the stories as well as re-enactments. In the upcoming year, Class 4 will have 
the opportunity to exhibit their dramatic talents in a class play centered in Norse 
Mythology. Students were also challenged to create a cart for a Norse figure  – the 
Class created some marvelous and very inventive designs.

The new year holds many new adventures and dynamic learning experiences for Class 
4. This includes the much-anticipated Man and Animal blocks.

Thank you for all the time and effort of the parents of Class 4, who help make 
the special events and day to day happenings at WISE a collaborative and positive 
experience. 

Class 4 
Ms. Howard (Class 4 Teacher)

www.wese.ca 
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